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Future work of the JTG Ballast  
This letter has the purpose to give some explanations with respect to the preparations and the agenda 
for the next meeting of the JTG Ballast in Brussels, Belgium, from 29-30 November 2016.  
 
Revision and review of the JHP 
The HELCOM/OSPAR JTG Ballast agreed at its last meeting to conduct another round of revisions at 
the next meeting of the TG Ballast (see Agenda Item 2, para.2.4 of the Outcome of HELCOM/OSPAR 
TG Ballast 6-2015). 
 
In preparation of this, the Co-Chairs propose the following:  
1. From our view, a reshuffle of chapters is not necessary. We propose to keep the present order 
and logic of the different sections, which follow gradually the necessary steps to apply for an 
exemption. The text misses though in the beginning a short overview of the JHP, i.e. a short description 
of the process, which allows contextualizing of the different steps. Here, also the role of the risk 
assessment algorithm and the decision support tool should be clarified. There should be a greater 
emphasis on the overall risk assessment and the final evaluation by the national administration, which 
will include additional aspects. We would propose to introduce a new chapter on the overall risk 
assessment and the final evaluation by the national administration and explain it in more detail. An 
overview of the proposals can be found in a separate document attached.  
2. With respect to the revision of the Target Species criteria, we have concrete instructions to 
revise the existing draft and include further comments collected at the last TG Ballast-6 (see Summary 
Record, paragraphs 5.6 and 5.7) for endorsing the revisions at the next meeting. A separate document 
will be submitted with a concrete proposal, which includes comments made by the expert workshop 
and JTG Ballast-6, as well as references to and wording of relevant passages of G7.  
3. Some of the changes are comprehensive and to address all the issues will take some time. The 
BWMC will enter into force 8 September 2017 and the JHP includes a transitional period to allow for 
flexible and practicable implementation. Obviously, also lessons learnt should be collected and taken 
into consideration for the future. Therefore, we propose to present our ideas for a revision of the JHP 
at the next TG Ballast-7 for a first round of discussions, as well as to ‘collect’ comments and other ideas 
for improvement. Based on this, we would aim for a more comprehensive revision of the JHP at a later 
point in time, e.g. the next TG Ballast in 2017.  
 
Other issues to be addressed 
Additional, we would also like to address the following at the next meeting:  

- Report on status of updates to the Decision Support Tool and potential clarifications related to 
the Risk Assessment algorithm   

- COMPLETE Project (presentation at TG Ballast) – clarifying cooperation 
- Presentation on port surveys and monitoring in different countries 
- Questionnaire on ongoing relevant research projects  
- Current developments of Same Risk Area concept and the related pilot project 
- Developments on updates to the Target Species List within HELCOM and OSPAR respectively. 
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We are looking forward to your comments and welcome any submissions on related issues to feed into 
the tasks of our group as well as further proposals for improvements of the JHP.  

Kind regards,  

Susanne Heitmüller and Henrik Ramstedt 


